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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. 

The Republican leader is recognized. 
f 

HEALTH CARE WEEK X, DAY III 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
Senators are still hashing out the de-
tails of the Democrat health care pro-
posal that they plan to bring to the 
floor, and it isn’t getting any better. 

Americans wanted us to work to-
gether on reforms that improve the 
system we have. What they are getting 
instead is a bill that creates an en-
tirely different system in which gov-
ernment plays a bigger and bigger role 
in people’s health care decisions. They 
are slapping this plan together as 
quickly as possible, and then they are 
going to force it on the American peo-
ple whether they like it or not. That is 
what is going on this week in the hear-
ing room of the Finance Committee. 

Supporters of this bill are watching 
the clock. They know the longer it sits 
out there, the more Americans will op-
pose this trillion-dollar experiment 
that cuts Medicare, raises taxes, and 
threatens the health care choices that 
millions of Americans now enjoy. That 
is why they struck down a common-
sense amendment this week that would 
have given the American people 72- 
hours to look at the details of this leg-
islation. 

They are rushing it through, hoping 
no one gets to see the fine print. Why 
else would they deny this 72-hour 
amendment that gives people the time 
they need to read a 1,000-page bill? Why 
else would they be dismissing anyone 
who raises a peep of opposition? Why 
else would they be asking people to for-
ward fishy e-mails to the White House? 
And why else would the administration 
order an investigation into a private 
company for telling its clients the 
truth about what this legislation would 
mean for them? 

More and more, it seem like sup-
porters of this legislation just don’t be-
lieve that the American people know 
what is best for themselves, so they 
want to keep them in the dark about 
the details. But that is not the way de-
mocracy works. And that is why Re-
publicans sent a letter to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
yesterday calling on the HHS Sec-
retary to rescind the gag order that it 
placed on companies that want to tell 
seniors how health care legislation will 
affect them. Seniors deserve to know 
what is in this bill, and insurers should 
be free to tell them. 

But until that gag rule is lifted, we 
will tell seniors ourselves, because it 
hits them hard. It cuts services that 
millions of seniors currently enjoy. It 
could force seniors off the plans they 

have with nearly $140 billion in cuts to 
one popular Medicare plan; it calls for 
nearly $120 billion in Medicare cuts for 
hospitals that care for seniors; more 
than $40 billion in cuts to home health 
agencies; and nearly $8 billion in cuts 
to hospice care. 

Everyone agrees Medicare needs re-
form. This isn’t reform. Lawmakers 
want to use Medicare as a piggy bank 
to pay for their experiment, and sen-
iors are going to suffer for it. The re-
sponse we keep getting from the ad-
ministration is that hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in cuts to Medicare 
won’t affect services. Who can blame 
seniors for scratching their heads over 
that one? How do you cut half a tril-
lion dollars from something without 
anybody noticing the difference? Sen-
iors, rightly, just aren’t buying it. 

Americans want reform. They want 
lower costs. They want greater access 
for people without insurance. And they 
want Congress to deliver commonsense 
solutions to all these problems. What 
they are getting instead is a trillion- 
dollar experiment that cuts Medicare, 
raises taxes, and threatens the health 
care options that millions of Ameri-
cans now enjoy. And they are being 
told it all has to be done as fast as pos-
sible to meet some artificial deadline 
that no one can explain. 

Americans want us to slow down, and 
Congress is putting its foot on the ac-
celerator. Americans want to know 
what this bill would mean for them, 
and Congress won’t let them read it be-
fore a vote, won’t even allow them 72- 
hours to look over the details of a 1,000 
page piece of legislation that will af-
fect one of the most significant aspects 
of their lives. Americans have concerns 
about what they’re hearing, and they 
are being told to shut up, sit down, and 
take the health care we give you. 

This is precisely the kind of conde-
scending attitude from lawmakers in 
Washington that ordinary Americans 
are tired of. This is the kind of thing 
they are protesting and speaking out 
against across the country. And over 
the last few months, Congress hasn’t 
given them any reason to believe that 
their concerns aren’t exactly right. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. COCHRAN. I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

FAA REAUTHORIZATION ACT 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, last 
evening the Senate passed a 3-month 
extension—until December 31—of the 
Federal Aviation Administration reau-
thorization bill, and I wanted to men-
tion a word about that. 

The 3-month extension is necessary 
because the authorization ends at the 
end of this month, September 30. This 
is such an important issue, so I hope 
we are able to find time on the floor of 
the Senate—I have talked to the ma-
jority leader, Senator REID, about find-
ing time on the floor to consider the 
FAA reauthorization bill, which in-
cludes important provisions to mod-
ernize our air traffic control system. 

Let me talk about the process for 
getting a bill considered on the floor 
just for a moment. It has been difficult 
here to get things done on the floor of 
the Senate. Sometimes we have had co-
operation, sometimes not. Sometimes 
on very noncontroversial things we 
have had to file cloture just on the mo-
tion to proceed. It takes 2 days to get 
cloture, have a vote on cloture, and 
then the minority has insisted on 30 
hours postcloture. So you have to take 
the better part of a week just to get to 
a piece of legislation, even the non-
controversial ones. So my hope would 
be that perhaps we could get more co-
operation particularly when it comes 
to passing the FAA Reauthorization 
Act. 

The FAA Reauthorization Act is 
critically important because we need 
to modernize the air traffic control 
system. I chair the Aviation Sub-
committee, and that is why I wish to 
bring this bill to the floor, along with 
my colleague, Senator ROCKEFELLER, 
and move rather rapidly on the issue of 
modernization of the air traffic control 
system. 

We are still flying using ground- 
based radar systems that have been 
around for a long time. Previously, I 
described on the floor of the Senate 
that when flying began in this country 
and we started to haul mail by air-
planes, planes could only fly during the 
day when the pilot could see. Then 
eventually they began flying at night 
by building big bonfires 50 or 100 miles 
out so the pilot could see the direction 
they were supposed to head. Then, with 
more sophistication, we developed 
ground-based radar and we put tran-
sponders in an airplane which send sig-
nals to a radar on the ground, and that 
radar then puts a little signal on a 
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